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NEWS RELEASE

Sept. 4, 1992
UM ZOOLOGIST’S STUDY OF CATERPILLAR MIMICS
TO BE FEATURED ON BOZEMAN PUBLIC TV STATION
MISSOULA ~
University of Montana researcher Erick Greene’s work with unique caterpillars that tailor
their appearance to fit the season is featured in a national public television program to air Thursday,
Sept. 17, on Bozeman public television station KUSM.
Greene discusses his research in an episode of "The Infinite Voyage" scheduled to air on
KUSM at noon. The episode, titled "Insects: The Ruling Class," features a segment on Greene’s
discovery of a Southwestern caterpillar that exemplifies the expression, "You are what you eat."
Greene, an assistant professor of zoology, discovered that the spring and summer caterpillar
broods of the moth Nemoria arizonaria, though identical when they hatch, develop into distinct
forms, each matching the seasonal condition of their host oak trees. Spring caterpillars develop into
perfect mimics of oak catkins (the tree’s male flowers), while members of the summer brood,
hatched after the catkins are gone, are living likenesses of bare oak twigs.
The segment was filmed last spring in Arizona, where Greene was doing tield work. His
research into the caterpillars’ dual identity has been featured in the national press and in last June s
nature program "The Trials of Life" on Turner Network Television.
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Contact: Erick Greene, 243-2179 or 243-5122
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